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Grade 5 ELA Common Assessments 
This year the fifth grade made a commitment to teaching the same texts across the grade. With the 
student learning goal of improving ELA MCAS scores, our PLT created summative assessments 
aligned to the Common Core standards for four of those texts. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

By the end of this year, we will create 4 common summative assessments for four common fifth-grade texts that are 
clearly aligned to Common Core standards to improve MCAS scores (two-year goal). 
 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

We first recognized the need for common assessments based on the implementation for Common Core which will 
result in improved future MCAS scores.  After examining new common unit plans to fifth grade we created summative 
assessments that reflected the objectives.  As classes completed units we administered these common assessments 
and kept student samples and individual grades for comparison. 

 
Findings  

Until the common units are aligned in a chronological order across the grade level, this task is not possible.  Until 
materials and sequencing make it possible for all 12 classes to teach the material at the same time the task of creating 
common summative assessments cannot be done as each class is accessing information at different levels.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Recommendations / Next Steps  

Our team recommends that the books be taught and assessed in the common order.  
1. Roald Dahl Author Study (Reading Strategies) 
2. The Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler (Character Trait, Perspective, Inferring ) 
3. Holes (Character Development, Theme, Symbolism) 
4. Maniac  Magee (Word Choice, Structure, Figurative Language) 

 
 
Currently, materials limit the opportunity for all classes to teach The Mixed Up Files, Holes and Maniac Magee  in the 
order listed above.  We recommend that the common assessments we created for Roald Dahl and The Mixed up Files 
of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler be used in the order listed.  For Holes and Maniac Magee we recommend that teachers use 
the common assessments as written and modifications for their class until there are texts available to read the books in 
the order on the list. 
 
Furthermore, we recommend that next year this PLT create a close reading assessment of an unfamiliar Dahl text for 
students to demonstrate the appropriate use of the reading strategies that are primary to the Dahl unit. 
 
 

 


